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Reference Books On Jewish Names 
 
Ames, Winthrop. What Shall We Name the Baby? New York: Simon & Schuster, 1935. YIVO 
123356 
 
Bahlow, Hans.  Dictionary of German Names: Madison, WI: Max Kade Institute for German-
American Studies, 2002. 
REF  LBI CS 2541 B34 D53 
 
Beider, Alexander.  A Dictionary of Ashkenazic Given Names: Their Origins, Structure, 
Pronunciation, and Migrations.  Bergenfield, NJ: Avotaynu, 2001,  682 pp.  Identifies more than 
15,000 given names derived from 735 root names.  Includes a 300-page thesis on the origins, 
structure, pronunciation, and migrations of Ashkenazic given names. 
Genealogy Institute  CS 3010 .B18 
 
Beider, Alexander. A Dictionary of Jewish Surnames from Galicia . Avotaynu, 2004.  Covers 
25,000 different surnames used by Jews in Galicia., describing the districts within Galicia where 
the surname appeared, the origin of the meaning of the name, and the variants found. 
Genealogy Institute . CS 3010 .Z9 G353 2004 
 
Beider, Alexander. A Dictionary of Jewish Surnames from the Kingdom of Poland. Teaneck, NJ: 
Avotaynu, Inc., 1996, 608 pp. More than 32,000 Jewish surnames with origins in that part of the 
Russian Empire known as the Kingdom of Poland or Congress Poland. 
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .B419 
 
Beider, Alexander. A Dictionary of Jewish Surnames from the Russian Empire. Teaneck, NJ: 
Avotaynu, Inc., 1993, 784 pp. A compilation of 50,000 Jewish surnames from the Russian Pale of 
Settlement describing their geographic distribution within the Russian Empire at the start of the 
20th century, an explanation of the meaning of the name, and spelling variants. 
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .B43 
 
Beider, Alexander. Jewish Surnames from Prague (15th-18th Centuries). Teaneck, NJ: Avotaynu, 
Inc., 1995, 46 pp. Includes the etymology of 700 surnames. 
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .B44 1994 
 
Beth Hatefutsoth [Museum of the Diaspora]. Guide des Patronymes Juifs. Arles: Solin, Actes 
Sud, 1996. 
REF  YIVO CS 3010 G8 1996 
 
Blech, Benjamin. Your Name Is Your Blessing: Hebrew Names and Their Mystical Meanings. 
Northvale, N.J.: Jason Aronson, 1999. 
REF  YIVO CS 3010 .B54 
 
Colodner, Solomon. What’s Your Name? A Dictionary of Names. New York: Cole Publications, 
1968. YIVO 1233359 
 
Demsky, Aaron, ed. These Are the Names: Studies in Jewish Onomastics.  4 vols.  Ramat-Gan: 
Bar-Ilan University Press, 1997-2003. 
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .T45 1997 
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Edelstein, Benjamin. Diccionario De Apellidos Judios. Dunken, 2003. 
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .Z9 L3834 2003 
 
Faiguenboim, Guilherme, et al. Dicionario Sefaradi de Sobrenomes [Dictionary of Sephardic 
Surnames: including Christianized Jews, Conversos, Marranos, Italians, Berbers, and their 
History in Spain, Portugal and Italy]. Rio de Janeiro: Fraiha, 2003, 538 pp. 17,000 surnames 
used by Jews who lived in Spain and Portugal are presented under 12,000 entries.  
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .F35 2003 
 
Feldblyum, Boris. Russian-Jewish Given Names. Avotaynu, 1998.  6,000 Jewish given names 
used in Russia at the turn of the 20th century.  Contains the etymology of root names and 
identifies variants as kinnui (everyday names), variants or distortions. 
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .F45 1998 
 
Gandhi, Maneka. The Complete Book of Muslim and Farsi Names. New Delhi: Indus, 1994. 
REF  ASF CS 2970 .G36 1994 
 
Gorr, Shmuel. Jewish Personal Names: Their Origin, Derivation, and Diminutive Forms. 
Avotaynu, 1992.  Shows 1,200 Jewish personal names, with all Yiddish/Hebrew variants of a root 
name and English transliterations. 
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .G67 
 
Guggenheimer, Heinrich and Eva. Jewish Family Names and Their Origins: An Etymological 
Dictionary.  NY, Ktav Publishing House, 1992,  882 pp. 
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .G84 
 
Jones, George Fenwick. German-American Names: Baltimore, Genealogical Publ. Co., 1990. 
LBI CS 2545 J65 
 
Kaganoff, Benzion C. A Dictionary of Jewish Names and Their History. NY: Schocken Books, 
1977, 250 pp. 
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .K28  
 
Kolatch, Alfred J. The Name Dictionary: Modern English and Hebrew Names. Middle Village, 
NY: J. David, 1982. 
REF  ASF CS 2367 .K65 1982 
 
Kolatch, Alfred J. These Are the Names. New York: J. David Co., 1948. 
REF  YIVO CS 3010 .K6 1948 
 
Kolatch, Alfred J. The Complete Dictionary of English and Hebrew First Names. Middle Village, 
NY: Jonathan David Publishers, 1984, 486 pp. 
Genealogy Institute CS 2367 .K63 1984 
 
Menk, Lars. A Dictionary of Jewish German Surnames. Avotaynu, 2005.  13,000 German-Jewish 
surnames from pre-World War I Germany, providing the etymology and variants of each name 
and identifying the town and time period where the name appeared.  
Genealogy Institute CS 3010 .Z9 G476 2005 
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Shir, Semadar. The Complete Book of Hebrew Baby Names. San Francisco: Harper & 
Row, c1989. 
REF  YIVO CS 3010 .S48 1989 
 
Shoumatoff, Alex. The Mountain of Names : a History of the Human Family . Vintage Books, 
1990. 
Genealogy Institute GN 487 .S56 1990 
 
Singerman, Robert. Jewish and Hebrew Onomastics: A Bibliography. Garland, 1977.  
Genealogy Institute Z 6824 .S5 
 
Weiss, Nelly. The Origin of Jewish Family Names: Morphology and History. Bern; New York: P. 
Lang, 2002. 
REF  YIVO CS 3010 .W4513 2002 
 
Zunz, Leopold (1794-1886). Namen der Juden: Eine geschichtliche Untersuchung., 1837. 
Reprinted 1971. 
LBI CS 2367 Z8 1971 
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